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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1919. 


Area  of  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,543  993  Acres. 


Estimated  Population  for  Birth  Rate...  ...  ...  45,510 

Estimated  Population  for  Death  Rate  ...  ...  43,689 

Population  (Food  Control  Figures)  ...  ...  ...  44,064 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,227 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ...  ...  ...  26*9 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  722 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ...  ...  ...  1 6*5 

Number  of  Deaths  among  Infants  ...  ...  ...  164 

Infantile  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ....  ...  133*6 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  56 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1*2 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  48 

Death  Rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  1*1 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,646 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ...  ...  5 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Wallsend-on-Tyne, 

May,  1920. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Fourth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1919  to  your  consideration. 

Birth  Rate. — This  is  the  same  as  last  year,  viz.,  26*9  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Death  Rate. — Shows  a  decrease  of  3*0  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  infant  death  rate  per  1,000  children 
born  is  133*6,  last  year  1 1 3*3,  and  the  year  1917  it  was  125*1. 

Housing  and  Overcrowding. — Insanitary  and  worn-out 
houses  and  overcrowding  show  little  or  no  improvement,  but  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee  have  this  in  hand.  They 
have  held  many  meetings,  and  have  devoted  much  time  and  labour 
in  forming  and  developing  schemes  for  rebuilding  at  as  early  a  date 
as  possible. 

Scavenging  and  Cleanliness. — As  mentioned  in  my  former 
report,  this  is  not  up  to  the  standard  of  previous  years,  but  I  know 
the  Sanitary  Committee  is  alive  to  this  fact,  and  it  has  the  careful 
consideration  and  attention  of  the  members. 

I  consider  the  present  staff  quite  inadequate,  and  should  be 
strengthened  to  cope  with  the  work. 

Tuberculosis. — Fifty-six  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  registered  during  the  year.  This  is  two  more  than  the 
previous  year.  The  notifications,  however,  were  fewer — 56  as 
against  90. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases. — Shows  a  slight  decrease  this 
vear.  There  were  30  deaths  as  against  34  registered  in  1918  and 
32  in  1917. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Measles  was  prevalent  during  the 
year.  1,041  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  and  of  this  number 
628  were  children  under  school  age.  The  deaths  from  measles 
were  20,  all  under  school  age. 

The  Health  Visitors  made  370  first  visits  to  the  children  under 
school  age. 

Influenza  was  also  prevalent  during  the  year,  especially  in 
January  and  February. 

In  case  of  a  further  wave  of  influenza  occurring  the  Council 
reappointed  the  Emergency  Committee  with  full  power  to  act  and 
incur  necessary  expenditure  ;  and  also  leaflets  were  again  distributed 
throughout  the  borough  giving  the  public  information  in  regard  to 
hints  and  precautions  to  be  taken.  The  cases  were  milder  than  in 
the  previous  year,  and  as  far  as  Wallsend  was  concerned  the 
disease  was  on  the  wane  in  March,  and  it  was  found  unnecessary 
to  call  the  Committee  together.  At  the  same  time  86  deaths  were 
registered  in  the  borough  during  the  year. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.— This  Committee  is  com¬ 
posed  of  14  members  of  the  Council  with  seven  co-opted  ladies. 
There  are  two  Health  Visitors  and  other  voluntary  workers  in  con¬ 
nection  with  two  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Particulars 
of  the  working  of  the  clinics  will  be  found  in  the  report  under  this 
heading. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  friendly  assistance  I 
have  received  from  all  the  officials  and  the  kind  consideration 
shown  to  me  by  the  members  of  your  Committee  and  each  member 
of  the  Council  during  my  fourth  year  in  office  in  carrying  out  the 
several  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  School  Medical 
Officer,  and  of  Medical  Officer  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in 
the  absence  of  your  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Giles. 

Dr.  Giles  having  resigned  and  Dr.  Wade  having  been  appointed 
in  his  place,  I  have  pleasure  in  handing  over  the  above  duties  to 
your  newly  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  wish  him 
every  success. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


THOMAS  AITCHISON. 
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A.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Population  (Census  1911)  ...  ...  41,343 

Population  (Estimated  1919)  ...  ...  44,064 

The  staple  industries  of  the  district  are  as  follows  : — 
Shipbuilding.  Engineering.  Coal  Mining. 

Electrical  Generating  Works.  Gas  Works. 

POPULATION. 

The  following  figures  are  from  the  Memorandum  of  the 
Registrar  General  with  regard  to  the  population 

The  population  for  death  rate  is  given  as  43,689. 

The  population  for  birth  rate  is  given  as  45,510. 

The  area  of  the  borough  is  3,543*993  acres. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  borough  was  618, 
or  143  less  than  the  previous  year. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  is  505,  as  compared 
with  463  for  1918. 

Before  arriving  at  the  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district  it  is  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  regarding  (a) 
“  Inward  Transfers,”  that  is,  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to,  but 
registered  in  districts  without  the  borough,  and  (b)  “  Outward 
Transfers,”  or  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging  to,  but  registered 
within  the  borough.  The  “  Inward  Transfers”  numbered  123. 


DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  NOT  REGISTERED  IN 

THE  BOROUGH. 


Institution  or  District. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Union  Workhouse,  Tynemouth 

32 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle 

39 

Whitley  and  Monkseaton  U.D. 

1 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Walker  Gate 

3 

County  Asylum,  Morpeth 

17 

Lying-in  Hospital,  Newcastle  ... 

3 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital  ... 

6 

Walker  Accident  Hospital,  Newcastle  ... 

1 

Whinney  House  Hospital 

1 

Durham  County  Asylum,  Sedgefield 

1 

Darlington  U.D. 

1 

Jubilee  Infirmary,  North  Shields 

3 

Sunderland  U.D. 

1 

Newcastle  City 

5 

South  Shields  U.D.  ... 

1 

Fellside  Sanitorium,  Hexham... 

1 

Gateshead  U.D. 

1 

Stannington  Sanitorium,  Morpeth 

1 

Hebburn  U.D. 

1 

County  Asylum,  London 

1 

Blaydon  U.D. 

1 

Throat  and  Ear  Hospital  Newcastle 

1 

Alnwick  U.D. 

1 

Total  ... 

123 

There  were  19  “  Outward  Transfers.” 

To  determine  the  actual  number  of  deaths  of  residents  the 
inward  transfers  must  be  added  to  and  the  outward  transfers 
deducted  from  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  borough. 

The  resultant  figure,  which  is  722 — 386  males  and  236  females 
— is  equal  to  an  uncorrected  death  rate  of  16’5  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  195  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  : — 


Causes  of  Death.  . 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes 

385 

ool 

Enteric  Fever  .. . 

1 

■ 

Small-pox 

Measles 

14 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

n 

O 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

2 

4 

Influenza 

45 

42 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Pulmouary  Tuberculosis 

20 

27 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

8 

8 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

9 

6 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

12 

18 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Meningitis 

4 

3 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

25 

26 

Bronchitis 

34 

29 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

40 

28 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

5 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years)  ... 

0 

11 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

•  •  • 

Alcoholism 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

3 

12 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever... 

2 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  ‘ 

35 

19 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

•  17 

o 

3 

Suicide 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

81 

75 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

•> 

O 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

BIRTHS. 

The  registered  births  in  the  borough  numbered  1,227,  equal  to 
a  birth  rate  of  26’9  per  1,000  population. 

Of  the  total  1,227  births  recorded  655  were  males  and  572 
were  females. 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  44 — 26  males  and  18 
females. 


9 


The  births  in  the  respective  wards  for  the  past  three  years  are 
appended  : — 


Wards. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

Northumberland 

101 

Ill 

165 

135 

Wallsend 

166 

144 

117 

121 

Carville 

195 

176 

165 

180 

Buddie .  . 

149 

132 

170 

157 

Holy  Cross  . 

155 

148 

171 

154 

Hadrian  .  . 

133 

127 

143 

118 

Willington  .  ...  . 

77 

94 

101 

80 

Willington  Quay  ...  . 

155 

135 

124 

131 

Howdon  . 

160 

140 

158 

151 

Total . 

1,291 

1,207 

1,314 

1,227 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infant  deaths  and 
the  infant  mortality  rates  for  each  of  the  municipal  wards  : — 


INFANT  DEATHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  IN 

EACH  WARD. 


Wards. 

1918. 

1919. 

Births 

Deaths 
under 
i  year. 

Death 
rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Births 

Deaths 
under 
i  year. 

Death 
rate  per 
1,000 

Births. 

Northumberland 

165 

20 

1212 

135 

20 

1481 

Wallsend 

117 

8 

68  3 

121 

20 

160  3 

Carville  ... 

165 

11 

666 

180 

26 

144-4 

Buddie .  . 

170 

22 

129-4 

157 

17 

108-2 

Holy  Cross  ...  . 

171 

26 

152  04 

154 

12 

77-8 

Hadrian . 

143 

18 

125-8 

118 

17 

14406 

Willington  .  . 

101 

8 

792 

80 

8 

1000 

Willington  Quay  ...  . 

124 

17 

13709 

131 

20 

1526 

Howdon . 

158 

19 

1202 

151 

24 

1589 

Totals  ...  . 

1,314 

149 

1133 

1,227 

164 

133-6 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  measured  in  proportion  of 
deaths  of  children  under  one  year  to  1,000  nett  births  correspond 
to  133-6  as  compared  with  113*3  in  the  previous  year. 

The  wards  with  the  highest  infant  mortality  rates  were 
Wallsend,  Howdon,  Willington  Quay  and  Northumberland. 

The  lowest  infant  mortality  rates  were  recorded  in  Holy  Cross 
and  Willington. 

One-half  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  before  the  children 
reached  the  age  of  three  months. 
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B. — SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  constant  supply  of  wholesome  water  has  been  provided 
during  the  year  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

All  the  houses  are  provided  with  water  from  this  source. 
RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  River  Tyne,  which  marks  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Borough,  has  a  considerable  tidal  flow,  and  receives  the  greater 
part  of  the  sewage. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

The  Borough  is  almost  entirely  systematically  sewered  The 
unsewered  area  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  district  and  consists 
mainly  of  agricultural  land. 

The  sewerage  system  is  combined,  the  sewage  from  the  original 
Borough  and  from  Willington  Quay  being  discharged  without 
treatment  into  the  River  Tyne  by  ten  outfalls. 

The  sewage  from  Bigges  Main,  which  consists  chiefly  of 
surface  water  and  sink  waste,  undergoes  bacterial  treatment  and 
intermittent  downward  Alteration,  the  effluent  being  discharged 
into  the  Wallsend  Burn. 

The  drainage  of  houses  is  for  the  most  part  effected  by  yard 
gullies  and  drains  having  direct  connection  with  the  sewers,  but  in 
houses  of  recent  construction  intercepting  traps  and  inspection 
chambers  are  provided. 

C. -PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  ACUTE 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

These  fall  into  two  groups — (a)  those  notifiable  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notiflcation)  Act,  1889,  and  (b)  those  notifiable 
under  Regulations  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  subsequent  Amending  Acts. 

On  January  1st,  1919,  acute  encephalitis  lethargica  and  acute 
polio-encephalitis  became  compulsory  notifiable  ;  also  on  March 
1st,  1919,  malaria,  dysentery,  trench  fever  and  acute  primary 
pneumonia  and  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  became  notiflable. 
The  list  of  notiflable  infectious  diseases  now  includes  the  following : 
-  —  Small-pox,  cholera,  diphtheria,  membranous  croup,  erysipelas, 
acute  poliomyelitis,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  measles  and  German  measles,  the  disease  known  as 
scarlatina,  or  scarlet  fever,  acute  polio-encephalitis,  encephalitis 
lethargica,  tuberculosis  (all  forms),  acute  primary  pneumonia,  acute 
influenzal  pneumonia,  and  (malaria,  dysentery,  trench  fever,  pro¬ 
vided  they  have  not  been  previously  notified  within  six  months),  and 
the  fevers  known  by  any  of  the  following  names  : — Typhus,  typhoid, 
enteric,  relapsing,  continued  or  puerperal. 
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SMALL-POX. 


The  Borough  was  entirely  free  from  this  disease  during  the 


year. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Cases  Notified  ... 

122 

18 

88 

105 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  population 

2*8 

2-7 

202 

2-4 

No.  of  Deaths  .. 

4 

5 

1 

4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

09 

11 

•02 

•09 

Case  Mortality  (per  cent.) 

3*2 

4-2 

IT 

3'8 

The  disease  has  been  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  year,  the 
highest  incident  being  in  the  last  quarter,  as  shown  below : — First 
quarter,  17  ;  second  quarter,  23  ;  third  quarter,  24  ;  fourth  quarter, 
41.  Total,  105. 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  23  or 
21*9  per  cent.,  occurred  among  children  below  five  years  of  age; 
76  or  72*3  per  cent,  were  of  school  age  ;  and  only  6  or  5*7  per  cent, 
were  of  other  ages. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  CROUP. 


1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Cases  Notified  ... 

30 

28 

35 

63 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

•7 

•6 

•8 

P4 

No.  of  Deaths... 

5 

3 

7 

6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

T1 

•06 

*16 

•13 

Case  Mortality  (per  cent.) 

16  6 

10  7 

200 

9  5 

The  disease  was  more  prevalent  in  the  last  quarter,  as  in 
scarlet  fever. 

The  relative  incidence  was  as  follows: — First  quarter,  13; 
second  quarter,  13;  third  quarter,  17  ;  fourth  quarter,  20.  Total, 
63. 

Of  the  cases  notified,  15  or  238  per  cent.,  were  under  five 
years  of  age;  36  or  57*1  per  cent,  were  of  school  age  ;  and  12  or 
19*04  per  cent,  were  of  other  ages. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 


1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Cases  Notified  ... 

5 

3 

2 

6 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

TO 

•06 

04 

T3 

No.  of  Deaths  ... 

1 

2 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

02 

•04 

... 

02 

Case  Mortality  (per  cent.) 

20 

666 

166 
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In  one  instance  a  case  of  enteric  fever  was  removed  from  a 
vessel  in  the  district,  and  is  included  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified. 

Only  six  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  relative  prevalence  was  as  follows  : — First  quarter,  1  ; 
second  quarter,  0 ;  third  quarter,  1  ;  fourth  quarter,  4.  Total,  6. 

Ward  Distribution. — The  prevalence  of  the  disease  was 
limited  to  the  following  wards  Carville,  1  ;  Buddie,  1  ;  and 
Willington  Quay,  4. 

ERYSIPELAS. 


. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Cases  Notified  ... 

21 

20 

14 

31 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

•49 

•40 

•32 

i 

No.  of  Deaths 

2 

.  .  . 

2 

4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

•04 

•04 

•09 

Case  Mortality  (per  cent.) 

•47 

14  2 

12  9 

Erysipelas  affected  all  parts  of  the  Borough,  the  highest 
incidence  being  in  the  Holy  Cross  and  Buddie  Wards. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

Two  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  were  notified,  one  in  Hadrian 
Ward  and  one  in  Willington  Quay  Ward. 

The  former  case  was  removed  to  hospital  and  recovered,  the 
latter  died  at  home. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

One  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  Holy  Cross  Ward 
and  was  notified. 

Two  deaths  from  infant  paralysis  were  not  notified. 

PNEUMONIA. 


• 

1919. 

No.  of  Cases  Notified 

80 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

1.8 

No.  of  Deaths  ... 

67 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population... 

1-5 

Case  Mortality  (per  cent.) ... 

837 

Of  the  80  cases  of  pneumonia  notified,  42  were  influenzal 
pneumonia  and  38  primary  pneumonia. 

DYSENTERY. 

One  case  was  notified  in  Holy  Cross  Ward. 

This  disease  was  contracted  abroad 
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MALARIA. 

Fourteen  cases  of  malaria  were  notified.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  one  military  case  was  notified  to  the  Health  Department. 

None  of  these  cases  was  contracted  in  this  country. 

MEASLES. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Cases  Notified 

1,656 

348 

1,039 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Population... 

38'2 

8-03 

23-8 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  21 

6 

20 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

•48 

13 

•45 

Case  Mortality  (per  cent.) 

, 

P2 

1-7 

19 

In  addition  to  1,039  cases  of  measles,  two  cases  of  German 
measles  were  notified. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Thirteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  each  case 
was  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year,  56  primary  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified. 

The  56  notifications  were  received  from  the  following 
sources : — 

Medical  Practitioners,  Wallsend  ...  ...  49 

Newcastle  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  5 

Newcastle  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  ...  2 

Of  the  total  cases  notified,  31  referred  to  males  and  25  to 
females. 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  and  corresponding  death 
rates  in  the  respective  wards  for  the  last  four  years  for  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Cases  Notified. . . 

63 

60 

90 

56 

33 

31 

23 

12 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000 

Population  ... 

1-4 

1-4 

20 

12 

■7 

•7 

•5 

•27 

No.  of  Deaths  ... 

61 

54 

65 

56 

40 

24 

25 

16 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Population  ... 

P4 

12 

1-4 

P2 

•93 

55 

•57 

•36 

14 


NON- NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  and  death-rates  from 


whooping  cough  during  the  last  four 

years 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Deaths... 

6 

42 

7 

4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

14 

•96 

T6 

•09 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHOEA. 


Epidemic  diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  13  deaths. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  with 
corresponding  death-rate  for  the  last  four  years  : — 


1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Deaths  (under  2  years)  ... 

11 

18 

15 

13 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

•25 

•4 

•3 

•2 

D.-MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Midwives’  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  of 
Northumberland. 

The  number  of  certified  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough  is 
four  trained  and  two  untrained,  making  a  total  of  six. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

The  following  table,  as  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
gives  a  summary  of  the  work  done  under  this  heading  : — 

Population  (1)  Census  1911  ...  ...  41,343 

(2)  Estimated  Registrar  General’s  figures — 

For  births  ...  ...  ...  45,510 

For  deaths  ...  ...  ...  43,689 

Births. 

Registered — Legitimate,  1,183.  Illegitimate,  44.  Total,  1,227. 

Notified — Live  births,  1,211.  Still  births,  24.  Total,  1,235. 

Notified  by  mid  wives,  1,051.  By  parents  and  doctors,  184. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Number — Legitimate,  154.  Illegitimate,  10.  Total,  164. 

Rate  per  1,000  births — Legitimate,  1 25  5.  Illegitimate,  227*2. 
Total,  133*6. 

Health  Visitors. 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  : — To  infants 
under  one  year— First  visits,  1,234.  Total  visits,  2,78).  To 
children,  one  to  five  years — Total  visits,  88. 
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MUNICIPAL  CENTRES. 


Address. 

Day  and 
Time. 

Average  Attendance  per  Session. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Infants. 

Children 

1  to  5  yrs. 

Vine  Street,  Wallsend 

Congregational  Church, 
Bewicke  Road,  Willington 

Wednesday, 
2  p.m. 

58 

14 

Quay 

Tuesday, 

2  p.m. 

27 

3 

SPECIAL  VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases 

Cases 

Cases  Removed 

Notified. 

Visited. 

to  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 

13 

13 

Measles  ... 

1,039 

411 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

Diarrhoea 

13 

Accommodation  in  Homes  and  Hospitals  for — 

(1)  Complicated  Maternity  Cases. 

No  Local  Hospital.  Occasionally  a  case  received  into 
the  Lying-in- Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  into  the  Tyne¬ 
mouth  Union  Hospital. 

(2) .  Ordinary  Maternity  Cases. 

No  Local  Hospital.  Occasionally  an  expectant  unmarried 
mother  sent  to  Tynemouth  Union  Hospital. 

(3) .  Children  up  to  five  years. 

The  Children’s  Hospital,  Newcastle,  received  a  few  in¬ 
cases.  The  Throat  and  Ear  Hospital  also  gives  advice 
and  treatment.  No  provision  for  dental  cases  or  eye 
cases  at  present. 

(4) .  Convalescent  Maternity  Cases  and  Convalescent  Children’s 

Homes. 

Poor  Children’s  Holiday  Association  sends  cases  into 
Homes  in  the  country. 

(5) .  Children  of  widowed,  deserted  and  unmarried  mothers  and 

unmarried  mothers  and  their  children  together. 

These  cases  would  come  under  the  Tynemouth  Union. 
Deserted  children  would  be  sent  to  the  Children’s 
Homes,  Tynemouth  Union. 

Glaxo,  “  Cow  and  Gate  Milk  ”  and  Virol  are  supplied  at  cost 
price  to  those  attending  the  centre  who  are  unable  to  give  the  shop 
prices.  In  some  necessitous  cases  the  food  has  been  given  free  or 
at  a  reduced  price. 

Lectures  on  the  feeding  and  care  of  infants  are  given  by  the 
Medical  Officer,  together  with  instructions  on  the  ventilation, 
heating  and  general  sanitation  of  the  house 
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Each  new  baby  is  stripped  and  weighed,  and  the  weight  is 
recorded  on  a  special  baby’s  card. 

Light  refreshment  is  provided  for  each  mother  attending  the 
Centre,  and  the  expenses  incurred  are  partly  defrayed  by  voluntary 
subscriptions. 

Leaflets  are  also  distributed  to  the  mothers  on  the  care  and 
management  of  infants  and  other  subjects  of  importance. 

The  Health  Visitors  assist  the  Medical  Officer  and  is  present 
at  the  consultations,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  follow  up  the  cases  and 
see  that  the  instructions  are  carried  out. 

Voluntary  workers  have  given  a  great  deal  of  their  valuable 
time  in  assisting  and  attending  to  the  mothers  and  infants  and 
trying  to  make  the  working  of  the  Centre  a  success. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  AT  MATERNITY  AND 
CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Wallsend 

Centre. 

Willington 
Quay  Centre. 

Total. 

Attendances  during  the  Year — 

186 

89 

275 

By  Health  Visitors  ... 

2,752 

1,190 

3,942 

,,  Infants... 

238 

46 

284 

,,  Children,  1  to  5  years 

Consultations — 

186 

114 

300 

Infants  and  Children 

Average  Weekly  Attendances — 

4 

2 

6 

(a)  Health  V isitors  ... 

58 

27 

85 

(b)  Infants 

14 

3 

17 

(c)  Children,  1  to  5  years 

Average  Weekly  Consultations — 

8 

2 

10 

Infants  and  Children 

No.  of  Infants  Attending  Centres 

505 

244 

839 

No.  of  Children  Attending  Centres 

196 

53 

249 

No.  of  Breast-fed  Children 

464 

201 

665 

No.  of  Partially  Breast-fed  Children 

95 

13 

108 

No.  of  Artificially-fed  Children  ... 

36 

30 

66 

E.-SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

The  Small-pox  Hospital  and  the  ordinary  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  are  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Superintendent,  Dr. 
H.  H.  Aitchison. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases 
Notified. 

No.  of  Cases 
Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Percentage. 

Scarlet  Fever 

105 

96 

911 

Diphtheria 

63 

55 

87-3 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

6 

1000 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

9 

imi 

1 

500 

Totals 

176 

158 

897 

Daring  the  year,  158  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  as 
compared  with  121  in  1918.  Of  the  total  number  of  cases  admitted 
nine  died,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  5*6  as  compared  with  7*5  per 
cent,  in  1918. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  admissions  was  96,  or  10  more  than  in  1918. 
Five  deaths  occurred,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  5*2  as  compared 
with  IT  in  1918. 

* 

Diphtheria. 

Fifty-five  cases  of  diphtheria  were  admitted  as  compared  with 
33  last  year. 

Of  the  55  cases  of  diphtheria  three  died,  giving  a  case  mortality 
of  5*4  as  compared  with  20*0  in  the  preceding  year. 


Enteric  Fever. 

The  number  of  admissions  was  6,  or  5  more  than  in  1918. 
One  patient  died,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  16*6. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

One  case  was  removed  to  hospital. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS  IN  OPERATION  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  (Part  III). 

The  Notification  of  Birth  Act,  1907. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Part  II), 
Sub-Section  2. 

F  —  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1919. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

During  the  period  under  review,  1,541  informal  notices  were 
served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  repairs  to  property. 
1,375  of  these  were  complied  with. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  building  materials  166 
notices  were  not  complied  with. 

It  was  necessary  in  50  cases  to  serve  Statutory  Notice.  These 
notices  were  complied  with,  without  having  to  resort  to  legal 
proceedings. 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  FOR  THE 
ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES,  1919. 


Informal 

Notices. 

Statutory 

Notices. 

Complied 

with. 

Earth  closets,  to  substitute  water  closets  (Section 
36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875) 

4 

Privy  buildings,  to  repair  ... 

53 

6 

39 

Privy  cleansing  doors,  to  repair 

250 

9 

247 

Privy  overflowing  upon  back  streets  ... 

67 

•  •  • 

67 

Water  closet  fittings  (basins,  etc.,  defective) 

23 

1 

22 

Water-closets,  to  cleanse 

43 

10 

43 

Drains  defective,  to  repair  or  reconstruct 

44 

5 

42 

Drains  choked,  to  cleanse  ... 

174 

•  •  • 

171 

Sink  waste-pipes,  to  repair  ... 

45 

6 

41 

Yard  surfaces,  to  repair  or  relay 

3 

.  .  . 

3 

Spouting,  to  repair 

171 

3 

134 

Floors,  to  repair  or  ventilate 

24 

1 

23 

Ceilings,  to  repair 

32 

31 

Walls,  damp,  to  repair 

9 

8 

Water  supply,  to  provide  ... 

42 

42 

Outhouses,  to  repair 

88 

1 

59 

Windows,  to  repair  sash  cords,  etc. 

11 

11 

Room  walls,  to  repair 

27 

24 

Scullery  sinks,  to  repair 

3 

3 

Scullery  sinks,  to  cleanse  ... 

5 

5 

Fireplaces,  to  repair 

26 

26 

Outside  stairs  to  renew 

8 

8 

Roofs,  to  repair  ... 

34 

4 

30 

Chimneys,  to  repair 

12 

11 

Ash  Receptacles,  to  provide  or  repair  .. 

18 

*  .  . 

Animals  improperly  kept  ... 

5 

5 

Depositing  waste  water  on  street 

3 

3 

Offensive  accumulations,  to  remove 

85 

85 

Lime  wash,  slaughter  houses 

69 

69 

Limewash,  cowsheds 

26 

26 

Limewash,  passages  and  staircases 

109 

84 

Overcrowding,  to  abate 

19 

.  .  • 

Dirty  houses,  to  cleanse 

13 

13 

Totals 

1,541 

50 

1,375 

SECTION  36,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1875. 

Statutory  Notice  under  Section  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
was  served  upon  the  owners  of  43  to  46,  Ravensworth  Street, 
Willington  Quay,  to  provide  four  water  closets  in  lieu  of  existing 
box  closets. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  time  specified  on  the  notice  had  not 
expired. 

PRIVY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  CONVERSION  OF 

ASHPITS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  existing  sanitary  accom¬ 


modation  in  the  district : — 

No.  of  Privy  Ashpits  in  the  district  ...  ...  76 

No.  of  Box  Closets  in  the  district  ...  ...  6,103 

No.  of  Water  Closets  in  the  district...  ...  1,505 

No.  of  Privy  Ashpits  removed  during  the  year  1 

No.  of  Box  Closets  removed  during  the  year  2 

No.  of  Water  Closets  substituted  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Ash  Receptacles  substituted  ...  ...  5 

* 
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Situation  of  premises  where  privy  ashpits  and  box  closets 
have  been  demolished  and  water  closets  substituted : — 

“  Fernwood,”  Rosehill,  one  ashpit  demolished. 

13,  Park  View,  one  box  closet  demolished. 

Pochin’s  Buildings,  one  box  closet  demolished. 

The  Local  Government  Board  made  an  order  prohibiting  the 
expenditure  of  money  on  the  conversion  of  privy  ashpits  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  war. 

The  permission  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  been  obtained 
to  re-commence  this  work,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  obtain  a 
loan,  so  as  to  enable  the  Town  Council  to  carry  out  the  scheme  for 
the  conversion  of  existing  privy  accommodation  into  water  closets. 

REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

During  the  year,  the  hopper  has  barged  an  average  weekly 
load  of  315  tons  to  sea. 

144  tons  of  refuse  per  week  was  also  deposited  on  the  tip  near 
Howdon  Station. 

House  refuse  barged  to  sea...  ...  16,477 

House  refuse  deposited  in  land  tip  ...  7,532 


24,009 

Box  closets  are  cleansed  weekly  and  in  some  cases  twice  a 
week.  Ashpits  are  cleansed  once  in  two  weeks. 

TRADE  REFUSE. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  at  the  nominal  charge 
of  5s. 

The  trade  refuse  furnace  at  Willington  Quay  has  been 
demolished  owing  to  the  land  being  required  for  extension 
purposes. 

The  erection  of  a  destructor  in  the  Wallsend  district  is  at 
present  under  consideration. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Fourteen  slaughter  houses  were  licensed  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months.  There  are  also  three  registered  slaughter  houses  in  the 
district. 

Sixty-nine  notices  were  served  to  have  the  premises  lime- 
washed. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  all  food  surrendered  during  the 
year : — 

MEAT. 

Beef  (not  in  carcase)  ...  Weight  170  lbs. 

Tripe  ...  ...  ...  ,,  50  lbs. 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  ,,  40  lbs. 

carcases  affected  with  tuberculosis  were  condemned 

and  destroyed. 
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Herring  ... 
Haddock  ... 


Tomatoes 

Date 


Eggs 

Meats 

Bacon 

Batter 


FISH. 


FRUIT. 


Weight  \  cask. 
,,  28  lbs. 

Weight  16  lbs. 

,,  8  cases. 


PROVISIONS. 

Weight  8  cases. 

,,  119  lbs. 

,,  1  case. 

,,  63  lbs. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  done  under  this 
heading  during  the  year  : — 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE. 

An  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  occurred  during  the 
month  of  December  in  the  County  of  Durham,  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  made  an  order  prohibiting  the  movement  of  animals  in 
a  large  area  where  the  disease  first  made  its  appearance. 

The  Borough  of  Wallsend  was  part  of  the  scheduled  area,  and 
animals  could  not  be  moved  without  a  license  granted  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

The  following  number  of  licenses  were  issued  during  the  time 
of  the  outbreak  : — 


Cattle 

•  •  •  . 

..  73 

Sheep 

•  •  •  • 

..  262 

Swine 

•  •  •  • 

87 

422 

SWINE  FEVER 

ORDER. 

The  following  table  shows  the 

number  of 

licenses  granted 

under  the  above  Order  for  the  movement  of  swine 

into  and  out  of 

the  district : — 

Swrine  brought  into  district 

...  124 

Swrine  sold  for  slaughter 

•  •  * 

81 

Swine  removals  for  breeding  purposes 

28 

Swine  removals  in  district... 

•  •  • 

...  123 

Swine  removals  out  of  district 

•  •  • 

99 

Swine  brought  into  district  for 

slaughter 

...  455 

A  suspected  outbreak  of  swine  fever  was  reported,  but  after 
investigation  the  animals  were  found  not  to  be  infected. 


PARASITIC  MANGE. 

During  the  year  five  outbreaks  of  parasitic  mange  occurred  in 
the  district. 
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The  number  of  animals  affected  was  six.  Weekly  reports 
were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Two  of  the  animals  affected  were  slaughtered  voluntarily  by 
the  owners,  and  the  remainder,  after  receiving  treatment,  recovered 
from  the  disease.  The  premises  were  disinfected  after  they  were 
declared  free  from  infection. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

9 

There  are  13  cowsheds  in  the  district. 

Twenty-six  notices  to  limewash  were  served  during  the  year. 


MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  38  registered  milkshops  in  the  district. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  common  lodging  house  situated  in  Benton  Way  has 
accommodation  for  40  lodgers. 

NEW  DRAINS. 


The  following  new  drains  have  been  inspected,  tested  and 
approved  during  the  year  : — 


Situation  of  Premises. 

Length  in  Feet. 

Rising  Sun  Villas 

...  333 

Slipway  Engineering  Co.’s  Garage 

...  178 

R.A.O.B.  Club,  Warwick  Road... 

13 

Messrs.  R.  Hood  Haggie’s  Works 

...  120 

Skating  Rink 

...  330 

High  Street  West 

10 

Total 

984  feet. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease 

were  investigated 

during  the  year  : — 

Diphtheria  ... 

63 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  105 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever... 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Malaria 

14 

Dysentery 

1 

192 

None  of  the  cases  of  malaria  or  dysentery  were  contracted  in 
this  country. 
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HOUSES  DISINFECTED. 

The  following  dwelling  houses  were  disinfected  during  the 
year : — 


After  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  91 

After  Diphtheria 

...  54 

After  Enteric  Fever  ... 

6 

After  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

After  Phthisis 

13 

After  Influenza 

5 

171 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Factories  and  workshops  in  the  district  were  regularly 
inspected. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Inspector  of  Factories  in 
relation  to  the  following  premises  and  received  attention  : — 

24,  High  Street  East — Limewashing  needed. 

Co-operative  Society,  Wallsend — W.C.  blocked  and  in  an  unfit 
condition,  etc. 

106,  High  Street  West — Lime  washing  of  front  room  needed. 
Clyde  Street — Limewashing  needed. 

Northumberland  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Limited — Privy  accomoda¬ 
tion  insufficient. 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Particulars. 


Number  of  Defects. 


} 


Found. 


Remedied. 


Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 


Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .  4 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  . 

Overcrowding  ...  .  . 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors . 

Other  Nuisances  . 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient  .  ...  I 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  . 

Not  separate  for  sexes. . .  . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under¬ 
ground  bakehouse  (s.  101) . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  re¬ 
quirements  for  bakehouses 

(ss.  07  to  100)...  ...  . 

Other  Offences  (excluding 
offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part 
3  of  this  Report)  ...  . 


4 


1 


Total 


Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force. 
The  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  sanitary  accommodation  for 
persons  employed  in  factories  and  workshops  is  enforced  according  to 
Sanitar}7  Accommodation  Order  of  February  4th,  1903. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises. 

Number  of — 

Inspections. 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (including  Workshop 

35 

... 

... 

Laundries)  ... 

Workplaces  (other  than  outworkers’ 
premises  included  in  Part  3  of  this 

129 

•  •  * 

Report) 

19 

Total 

183 

~  . 

REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Workshop  Bakehouses 

Workshop)  Laundries 

7 

Other  Workshops 

43 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

50 

OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(s.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5) — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


5 

5 


G.— HOUSING  REPORT. 

(1)  GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE 

DISTRICT. 

(1)  No.  of  houses — total  number  ...  ...  8,646 

No.  for  the  working  classes  ,.  ...  ...  8,399 

New  houses  for  the  working  classes  erected 
during  the  year  or  in  course  of  erection  ... 


Nil. 
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(2)  Population,  with  information  as  to  any  important  changes 
during  the  year  or  anticipated  in  the  future. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figures  for  the  Borough  are  as 
follows  : — 

For  calculation  of  death  rate  ...  ...  43,689 

For  calculation  of  birth  rate  ...  ...  45,510 

The  figures  ascertained  by  the  housing  survey  last  year  were 
44,064,  and  were  obtained  from  the  returns  sent  to  the  Food 
Control  Department  under  the  Rationing  Orders  by  each  house¬ 
holder. 

The  census  of  1911  showed  a  population  of  41,343. 

(3)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses  and 

(b )  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage. 

The  number  of  persons  living  under  overcrowded  conditions  as 
ascertained  by  the  housing  survey  is  exceedingly  high. 

The  Town  Council  have  approved  of  a  scheme  for  the  building 
of  2,500  houses.  It  is  hoped  to  commence  with  the  erection  of  a 
portion  of  this  number  in  the  early  part  of  1920. 

(2)  OVERCROWDING. 

(1)  Extent.  The  number  of  tenements  with  more  than  two 
occupants  per  room  in  the  Borough  according  to  the  housing 
survey  was  1,800,  and  the  total  number  of  occupants  was  14,799. 

The  number  of  houses  which  were  occupied  by  two  or  more 
families  was  1,159. 

(2)  Causes.  During  the  war  the  erection  of  houses  practically 
ceased.  Having  regard  to  the  increased  activity  in  the  shipbuild¬ 
ing  and  other  industries,  a  large  number  of  workers  migrated  from 
other  districts  into  the  Borough,  with  the  result  that  many  of  the 
houses  in  the  district  contained  more  than  one  family.  The 
natural  increase  in  the  population  for  the  last  live  years  was  510 
per  annum,  and  this  must  be  taken  into  account  in  connection  with 
overcrowding. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  deal  with  over¬ 
crowding. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  is  expected  to  reduce  overcrowd¬ 
ing  in  the  Borough. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  the  year 
and  action  taken. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  no  action  was  taken  under 
this  heading. 

(3)  FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the  district. 

Number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  : — 


Class  of  House. 

Total. 

One-roomed  houses... 

106 

Two-roomed  houses... 

...  1,946 

Three-roomed  houses 

...  2,691 

Four-roomed  houses 

...  2,582 

Five  rooms  and  upwards 

...  1,321 

Total  No.  of  houses... 

...  8,646 
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(b )  General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit 
houses. 

General  dis-repair  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  building 
materials  during  the  war. 

(2)  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts. 

1,541  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to 
carry  out  repairs  and  abate  nuisances. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts. 

A  house-to-house  inspection  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations  was  not  undertaken  during  the  war. 

(3)  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness,  special  measures  taken, 
and  any  suggestions  in  the  matter. 

The  shortage  of  labour  and  building  material,  together  with 
the  high  cost  of  carrying  out  repairs  as  compared  with  pre-war 
rates,  made  it  extremely  difficult  for  houses  to  be  kept  in  a 
thorough  state  of  repair. 

(4)  Conditions,  so  far  as  they  affect  housing  as  regards  water 
supply,  closet  accommodation,  and  refuse  disposal,  together  with 
measures  taken  during  the  year  in  these  matters 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  sufficient  for  present 
and  future  developments. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  closet  accommodation  of  the 
district  consists  chiefly  of  privy  ashpits  and  cell  privies 

The  work  of  conversion  of  same  into  water  closets  was 
suspended  during  the  war,  but  steps  are  now  being  taken  for  the 
resumption  of  this  work  at  an  early  date. 

Refuse  Disposal. — The  greater  portion  of  the  town’s  refuse 
is  barged  to  sea  with  the  exception  of  the  Willington  Quay  area, 
where  it  is  deposited  on  a  land  tip.  The  question  of  providing 
additional  facilities  for  the  removal  of  the  refuse  from  the 
Willington  Quay  area  is  under  consideration. 


(4)  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 


(1)  Action  taken  as  regards  areas  represented  before  the 
beginning  of  the  year  under  Part  1  or  Part  2  of  the  Housing  Act 
of  1890. 

The  following  areas  have  already  been  represented  to  the 
Town  Council : — 

No.  of  No.  of 

Area.  Houses.  Occupants. 

Willington  Square  Area  ...  92  ...  379 

Bigges  Main  Area  ...  ...  Ill  ...  533 

No  action  was  taken  owing  to  the  lack  of  houses  for  tenants 
displaced. 

(2)  Particulars  of  and  action  taken  as  regards  areas  repre¬ 
sented  during  the  year.  No  action  was  taken. 


(3)  Information  as  to  complaints  made  during  the  year  that 
areas  were  unhealthy  and  action  taken. 

No  complaints  were  received. 
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(5)  BY-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES,  TO  HOUSES  LET 
IN  LODGINGS,  AND  TO  TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  &c. 

(1)  As  to  working  of  existing  by-laws. 

No  action  was  taken. 

(2)  As  to  need  for  new  by-laws  or  revision  of  existing  by-laws. 

The  question  of  the  revision  of  existing  by-laws  is  under 
consideration. 

(6)  GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Generally  an  account  of  any  action  bearing  on  the  public 
health,  not  covered  by  the  above  particulars,  which  has  been  taken 
during  the  year  by  the  Local  Authority  in  connection  with  over¬ 
crowding,  insanitary  property,  and  housing,  whether  under  the 
Housing  Acts  or  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

The  particulars  already  given  cover  all  action  taken  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

(7)  APPENDICES.  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  12  MONTHS 

ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  complaints 
were  made  that  they  are  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(a)  By  householders  : — 6. 

(2)  Action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1909. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for 

the  purpose  of  section: — 129. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  considered  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  : — 129. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders : — 

The  above  houses  being  included  in  the  unhealthy  area 
will  be  dealt  with. 

(3)  Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1919. 

(а)  Number  of  orders  for  repairs  issued: — Nil. 

(б)  Number  of  cases  in  which  repairs  carried  out  by  the 

Local  Authority  : — Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  voluntarily  closed  on  notice 
by  owner  that  they  could  not  be  made  fit  without 
reconstruction: — Nil. 

(4)  Closing  Orders  : — Nil. 

(5)  Demolition  Orders  : — Nil. 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  voluntarily:  Nil. 

(7)  Obstructive  buildings,  etc.  : — Nil. 

(8)  STAFF  ENGAGED  IN  HOUSING  WORK  WITH, 
BRIEFLY,  DUTIES  OF  EACH  OFFICER:— 

(a)  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

General  supervision  of  work  under  Housing  Acts,  inspection  of 
houses,  reports  to  Housing  Committee. 
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(b)  chief  sanitary  inspector. 

Allotment  of  duty — Part  time.  Duties — Inspections,  super¬ 
vision  of  notices  and  action  after  service  of  same. 

(c)  ASSISTANT  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Allotment  of  duty — Part  time.  Duties — House-to-house 

survey. 


. 

■ 
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TABLE 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at, 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents” 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages.  f 

Under 

1 

1  and 
under 

2-  ! 

2  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and  25  and 
under  under 
25.  45. 

45  and 
under 
65. 

3 

2  iij 
®  i — i 

xfi  &  f4 
to  & 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

%  • 

•  • 

1 

| 

•  • 

Small  Pox 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Measles  . . 

20 

i 

9 

4 

•  # 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

2 

#  , 

#  # 

Whooping-cough. . 

4 

1 

1 

2 

•  . 

•  « 

•  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

6 

•  • 

1 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

Influenza 

86 

10 

10 

11 

6 

8 

22 

12 

7 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

56 

•  • 

1 

1 

5 

15 

25 

7 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

14 

3 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

•  • 

#  # 

Other  Tuberculosis 

16 

6 

3 

0 

tmi 

4 

#  # 

1 

•  • 

.  . 

Cancer,  Malignant  Dis.  ... 

30 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

5 

16 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever. . 

2 

#  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

5 

2 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

#  # 

•  • 

•  • 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

53 

2 

•  • 

1 

3 

4 

10 

19 

14 

Bronchitis 

63 

22 

2 

2 

1 

#  # 

4 

15 

17 

Pneumonia 

67 

14 

7 

18 

6 

2 

11 

4 

5 

Other  Respiratorv  Disease  . . 

13 

•  • 

*  . 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  yrs.)  ... 

13 

10 

3 

<*  • 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

Appendicitis 

2 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

o 

Li 

•  • 

•  • 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Alcoholism 

•  . 

•  • 

,  . 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Disease 

17 

1 

1 

3 

3 

5 

4 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

4 

•  • 

*  • 

1 

3 

•  » 

•  • 

Diseases  of  Parturition 

2 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

2 

•  . 

•  * 

Congenital  Debility 

58 

58 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  . 

•  . 

•  • 

Violent  Death  . . 

20 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

8 

1 

Suicide  . . 

4  . 

•  • 

•  » 

#  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

157 

25 

4 

5 

6 

5 

16 

39 

57 

Special  Diseases  included 
above — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyeltitis 

o 

2 

e  • 

All  causes 

4  Lu 

164 

47 

58 

41 

45 

111 

135 

121 
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II. 

Death  during  the  Year  1919. 


Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “  Residents  ”  belonging  to  the  Wards, 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  Distiict. 


Northum¬ 

berland. 

Walls- 
1  end. 

i 

i  Car- 
ville. 

1 

1  Buddie. 

Holy 

Cross. 

Had¬ 

rian. 

] 

Willing- 

ton. 

1 

Willing- 

ton 

Quay. 

Howdon. 

1 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  » 

1 

•  e 

•  • 

1 

A 

•  ® 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

;; 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

L ± 

1 

, , 

•  • 

•  c 

•  ■ 

3 

©  • 

i 

2 

#  . 

3 

11 

8 

9 

14 

10 

6 

9 

16 

#  # 

1 

2 

•  • 

.. 

.. 

1 

6 

5 

12 

8 

6 

4 

1 

3 

11 

1 

,  , 

4 

1 

2 

o 

O 

1 

•  • 

2 

1 

3 

6 

•  . 

3 

2 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

i 

3 

1 

•  • 

5 

4 

4 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  © 

1 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

7 

5 

1 

8 

5 

5 

2 

hr 

i 

13 

10 

4 

9 

6 

6 

10 

2 

10 

6 

4 

8 

6 

8 

6 

9 

6 

9 

11 

1 

#  . 

1 

.  2 

1 

3 

O 

O 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

•  • 
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*Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas. 
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